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Apparatus and methods for treating an intervertebral disc by ablation of 
disc tissue. A method of the invention includes positioning at least 
one active electrode within the intervertebral disc, and applying at 
least a first high frequency voltage between the active electrode (s) and 
one or more return electrode (s) , wherein the volume of the nucleus 
pulposus is decreased, pressure exerted by the nucleus pulposus on the 
annulus fibrosus is reduced, and discogenic pain of a patient is 
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tissue at the target site is ablated by application of at least a first 
high frequency voltage between the active electrode (s) and one or more 
return electrode (s) . A method of making an electrosurgical probe is also 
disclosed. 
Update Code : 
2003-34 



1/1 LGST - ©EPO 
Patent Number : 

US6602248 Bl 20030805 [US6602248] 
Application Number : 

US67619400 20000928 [2000US-0676194] 
Action Taken : 

20040518 US/RF-A 

REISSUE APPLICATION FILED 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 20031009 
Update Code : 

2004-22 



1/1 CRXX - ©CLAIMS/RRX 
Patent Number : 

6,602,248 A 20030805 [US6602248] 
Patent Assignee : 

ArthroCare Corp 
Actions : 

20031009 REISSUE REQUESTED 

ISSUE DATE OF O.G. : 20040518 

REISSUE REQUEST NUMBER: 10/682600 

EXAMINATION GROUP RESPONSIBLE FOR REISSUEPROCESS : 3762 



Reissue Patent Number: 



Session finished: 19 OCT 2004 Time 16:31:29 

QUESTEL. ORBIT thanks you. Hope to hear from you again soon. 



